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Despite the challenges of the 2026 Minnesota legislative session – a 
tied House, the pressures of upcoming elections, the lingering grief and 
trauma from last summer’s violence, and the demands of maintaining 

a balanced budget – CommonBond joined fellow advocates to secure 
three significant wins this session: 

$13 million investment in Minnesota’s supportive housing system

As part of the Sustain the Gain campaign, CommonBond helped secure 
$13 million in state funding for supportive housing. Supportive housing 
is a proven model that combines affordable housing with wraparound 
services to foster long-term stability for residents with the greatest needs.

$40 million increase for emergency rental assistance through FHPAP

Preventing homelessness before it starts is just as important as providing 

CommonBond staff at Homeless Day on the Hill

Lasting Change 2026 Legislative Session Updates

continue reading on p.3
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Gratitude turns 

what we have into 

enough, and more...

it creates a vision 

for tomorrow” 

—Melody Beattie

Home is so much 

more than a roof 

over our heads. It's 

the foundation for 

opportunity and 

potential to grow. 

Thank you for your 

investment and care 

as we work toward 

a brighter future for 

our communities.



Youth Soccer Clinic

In May, we were honored to 

partner with Minnesota United 

FC to host a soccer clinic 

and a mental health clinic 

provided by NAMI Minnesota at 

CommonBond's Skyline Tower 

and Midway Peace Park! The 

event brought together youth 

and families for a night of fun, 

community, and soccer!

Barbeque and Bingo Event

We are so grateful to 

our friends at Room 

& Board for hosting 

two recent events at 

our communities!

A barbeque at Upper Post Veterans Community 

brought residents and staff together to enjoy one 

another's company, food, and fun.

A bingo event at Boulevard Gardens with food, bingo, 

and prizes allowed residents to build community and 

connection.

Gardening Event

In May, we partnered with 

Seward Neighborhood 

Group for a planting event 

at Seward Tower West. 

Residents, volunteers, and 

staff worked together to 

plant flowers and greenery,                                                                 

beautifying the community                                                 

for spring.

We are so grateful to friends of CommonBond who 

help contribute to our vibrant communities! 

CEO Corner

CommonBond is building a future where 

every person has the 

stability, opportunity, 

and support needed 

to thrive. We are 

still deploying your 

investment in our 

Framing the Future 

campain. 

Thanks to your support, we recently 

opened Harken, 60 of our newest homes 

at Highland Bridge, and hundreds of older 

homes are under renovation.

Your support is helping us do more than 

sustain essential housing and services. 

It is driving innovation. We continue to 

strengthen the life-changing Advantage 

Services that help residents achieve their 

goals. This year, we launched a more 

equitable model that expands access 

to food support, rental assistance, and 

emergency resources, to 35% more 

households. Given the challenging times 

we face, this is a powerful change.

The stories in this edition reflect what 

is possible when affordable housing is 

paired with opportunity, connection, 

and community. Together, we are not 

only responding to today's needs; we 

are helping shape a future where more 

neighbors can build stability, pursue their 

aspirations, flourish, and give back.

Deidre Schmidt  

President and CEO

Partnership with a Purpose
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Red Rock Manor | Newport, Minnesota
In the Works: Rehabilitation Underway
• 78 homes for seniors and people with disabilities
• More than $100,000 per home is being invested

to improve apartments, enhance the property,
and preserve affordable housing into the future.

• Rehab complete in late 2026

Willow Wood Estates | Plymouth, Minnesota
Coming Soon: Funding Secured
• 40 homes for families
• CommonBond purchased Willow Wood in 2019

to ensure these homes remain affordable to
current and future residents.

• Rehab starts in early 2027

Creativity in Community
Arts & Aging Gallery 

ongoing support. In partnership with affordable housing 
organizations and advocates with lived experience, 
CommonBond advocated for a $40 million in funding 

for the state’s Family 
Homeless Prevention 
Assistance Program 
(FHPAP). 

$100 million in Housing 
Infrastructure Bonds 
(HIBs)

Housing Infrastructure 
Bonds (HIBs) are a vital
resource used to fund 

the creation and preservation of affordable homes. 
Through public testimony and direct engagement 
with policymakers, CommonBond advocated for $100 
million in new HIB authority

While this legislative session has concluded, our work 
continues. Together, we look forward to continuing this 
work and advancing lasting, systems-level change for 
our neighbors across Minnesota.

Advocacy in action

Preserving Affordable Homes for Years to Come  

For ten years, 
CommonBond 
residents ages  
55 + have made 
art together. 
This fall, these 
resident artists 
show their 
paintings, 
photographs, 
sculpture, writing,
and more for the Arts & Aging's 10th 
Anniversary exhibitiion.

• Run Dates: Friday, September 25 -
Monday, October 26

• Opening Reception: Thursday, 
September 24 | Time TBD (Stay tuned!)

• Gallery: UROC Gallery, in the Robert J. 
Jones Urban Research and Outreach-
Engagement Center, 2001 Plymouth 
Ave N, North Minneapolis, MN

Lasting Change (continued)

Community room before Community room after

Willow Wood Estates

Recent Installaltion at Gateway NE
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GET INVOLVED

CONNECT WITH US

CommonBond Communities is an affordable 
housing and services provider operating in the 
Upper Midwest since 1971. Across four states 
and 60 cities, CommonBond provides housing 
for over 13,000 people throughout a year. 

Home is the foundation 
for everything in life. 

SDMN IAWI

2026

Stable Homes • Strong Futures

Vibrant Communities

Thanks to our amazing sponsors and attendees, 

we raised $101,770 in support of stable homes 

and strong futures for youth!  

Swing for Tomorrow     
Driving Change and Supporting Futures

Thank you to all who joined us in June at Topgolf 
for our inaugural Swing for Tomorrow event. It was 
a beautiful day and a great way to invest in our 
impactful youth programs! A big round of applause 
to our Champion Sponsor – Frerichs Construction 
and our Community Sponsors – Loffler, Mahoney 
CPAs, and Northmarq. 

Your generosity helps fund our youth programming, 
which allows youth to build bright futures and 
thrive in their communities. 
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